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his depute, the Paterfamilias, and into that circle not the least suggestion of evil, or carnal affection, or anything unrefined was allowed to penetrate It was on exactly the same principle that the prince, in Edgar Allan Foe's stor>, isolated himself with all his courtiers and servants in a well-provisioned palace castle, while the Red Death was wasting the countryside Even Shakespeare, though the recipient of unmeasured adulation, must be thoroughly scrubbed and disinfected by the Reverend Mr Bowdler, before being allowed to pass the guard and stand in the presence of the Young Person *
A passionate morality would never have suffered these limitations Christ, as the Pharisees had not been slow to point out, was entirely oblivious to tespectability But the Victorian standard of righteousness approached much more nearly to that of the Pharisees than that of Christ It was a genuine and potent discipline, but it fell just short of being passionate ** Respectable " was, an fact, the word by which it may best be described, and it was a reign of respectability that the middle-class tnumph imposed upon society Not the proudest nobleman could have teboked an insult to his order with more unforced dignity than Mr Brownlow, in Qlw&r Twtst, in ven-tonng to inqtute the name of the magistrate " who offers a gross and tinprovoked insult to a respectable person ** As an ideal of life, Yictomn respectability, wttb all its limitations, must be owned, wben judged fcy m fonts, to be at least worthy of respect
Jtm my for us, with our more accommodating * tds, to see the chmks m the armour of righteous-rrwith out gtaadsues encased themselves
* Jm easy for us to realize its strength.   If the moral code was utnperfect, lacking in pro-
*eeo*i*3* of JflddA soas aad